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Future Thoughts

Recently we received a questionnaire from a student in Australia working on a future predictions survey. The following are our responses to the questions. We thought it would be worthwhile sharing because it makes you think beyond the next 6 months of a business or a life cycle. It makes you start wondering about the future and how we will get there as a society. 

1. What do you believe will be the main forms of communication in our society in?

a) 25 years – BusinessHive Answer:  Wireless communications via handheld devices - PDAs, Phones, etc. Communications will end up in everything; your car, the TV, the dishwasher(even your shower will be able to talk to you, with you and with others. 

b) 50 years – BusinessHive Answer: Wireless and imbedded communications will begin to become a part of us, meaning we will start to implant communications chips and such into our brains/bodies and we will become walking communications devices. Satellites will become a thing of the past (too costly and hard to manage) instead we will utilize the magnetic fields and poles of the earth itself as communications "streams" to send messages and thoughts. Communications will begin to bridge the divide of communications to thought - allowing us as a world to begin to communicate and create in the abstract. 

c) 100 to 200 years – BusinessHive Answer:  We will have moved to the point that we will have successfully created the ability to engineer communications ability that are a combination of organic and man-made, and thus alter our own structure as a species. Experiments will be underway to engineer a new form of human, with many abilities - including mind-to-mind communications. At this point the focus will be on "shielding" our communications and thoughts so that others don’t hear what we are thinking. Also, we will have moved outwards into our solar system and have colonies on the Moon, Mars and possibly a moon of Saturn. Communications will be a critical part of the connectives between these colonies and Earth. 

2. Do you believe that the world’s population will continue with its current growth rate into the next 100 years?

BusinessHive Answer: No, we will see a two-fold impact on slowing it down: 1. The United Nations has already seen a dramatic slowing down and in some cases a reversal of the population growth in 3rd world nations. And likewise, the first world countries have a negative growth as nations become more aware that population growth equals poverty, which means the slowing will be even more dramatic. 2. Some type of worldwide epidemic or outbreak will most likely take place in the next 100 years (similar to the influenza outbreak of 1916 where 10% of the earth’s population died.) This unknown outbreak, most likely again a form of influenza, will be even larger and faster (due to our interconnected and easily traveled planet) and we could see upwards of 30% of the earth’s population wiped out in a matter of a 3 year window. 

More information:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/sci/tech/newsid_315000/315229.stm   

And

http://www.stanford.edu/group/virus/uda/ 

3. What do you envisage as the next great advancement in biotechnology? When will this occur?

BusinessHive Answer: We will see a merging/ cross between machine and a living organism, a biomechanical concept - like a lawn mower that eats grass and gains energy and power from digesting the grass, etc. We will also clone humans and allow people to regenerate their organs when needed (i.e. I would be able to grow a new heart when I need one). This is underway today with marketplace results in the next 15 or less years. 

4. Do you believe that in the next 100 years the Earth’s resources will be sufficient to sustain life?

BusinessHive Answer: Yes, we will also begin to mine and harvest resources from the debris / asteroid belt between the Earth and Mars tapping into limitless resources in our solar systems. Earth will begin to look at the solar systems as our back yard and we will begin to tap into the resources available to us on 9 (or is that 10 now) planets, hundreds of moons/satellites/asteroids and use them to our advantage. 

5. What do you believe will be the main subjects taught in schools in the future?

BusinessHive Answer: Technology and use of technology will be important, but more importantly will be the focus on how humans can and must relate with each other and work together to grow our society - as one planet, with many different cultures. The human condition, morals, ethics, relationships will become increasingly more important as we communicate and connect more and more (a topic we as a world are not mentally ready or educationally prepared for! 

6. Currently there is a lot of concern regarding pollution, such as carbon dioxide levels and global warming. Do you think that over the next century these pollution levels will have a catastrophic effect on our health and way of living?

BusinessHive Answer: No. While most doom and gloom types see a world out of control, our research has shown that newer technologies coming in, over the next 100 to 150 years, to replace the fossil fuels of today, will impact the environment dramatically. We believe that fossil fuels will be a part of earth's communities for the next 300+ years, but they will be in ever decreasing importance. And like most natural systems, once the effecting elements are removed the natural system quickly corrects themselves. Like many streams, rivers, lakes, land areas that are cleaned up and monitored they return to their more natural elements. CO2 and other are pollutants have been with us since the beginning; cars and man are not the only creators of these gasses, including volcanoes, forest fires, animals, etc. Of greater concern are things like asteroids hitting the earth, or the earth moving out of orbit from the sun, etc. These are far worse catastrophic events.

More information: http://www.cato.org/pubs/regulation/reg15n2g.html 

7. What sort of energy (for example to power cars) do you think we will use in the next 25, 50 and 100 year time periods, and what technology do you think we will have developed to allow us to preserve our decreasing energy sources?

BusinessHive Answer: The next 25 to 50 years will see the growth of fuel cell (i.e. Hydrogen powered) vehicles, homes, etc. This totally clean fuel system will become the major form of power. 

For more information: http://www.alliedworld.com/energy/home.html 

8. Over the next century, what developments do you think there will be regarding health technology?

BusinessHive Answer: We will see an explosion in:

· Development of gene therapy, allowing people to tap into and become stronger through the use of healthy genes added to their systems. Already there have been great strides in heart re-growth, a development based on gene therapy.

· Nano medical technology, where micro sized robots/technology could be injected into the skin and allow people to be cured from the inside out, eliminating many minor surgeries. More Info: http://www.pjbpubs.co.uk/clinrep/cbs851.htm 

· Cloning of animals, humans and human organs.

9. Are there any major changes that you believe are likely to occur over the next 200 years?

BusinessHive Answer: We will establish a permanent base on both the moon and Mars. We will have also established a preliminary contact with another planet outside our solar system that is in habited by non-humans. This will make us realize we are not the only ones in the cosmos and create an upheaval of religious and social order, etc. We will also have a near miss collision of an asteroid in the next 30 to 50 years, which will stimulate our desire to, 1. establish a human colony off earth protecting our species from total extinction and 2. create defenses to destroy possible future threats.
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